“THE NEW YORK TIMES 
Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CTA-RDP88-01315R0 


Levi Holds No President | 


| of -, en : 
( | May Order Assassination 


Le 


assassinations was forthcoming | 
frorn different. sources, includ- i 
ing the Rockefeller commission, | 
before the possibility of legal’ 
action against Central Intelli- 
gence Agency officials or oth- 
ers. Was considered. ; 

Mr. Levi also disclosed, un-' 
der questioning on the ABC 
television program “Issues and 
Answers,” that he had not yet: 
received a copy of the report: 
of .the President’s commission; 
Jooking into allegedly illegal) 


By JOHN M, CREWDSON 
‘Special to The New Zork Times wee: oh 

' WASHINGTON, June 8—At-| whose Administrations the pos- 
-torney General Edward H. Levilsibility: of suchassassination! 
said today that it was not with-;plots was reportedly consid-' 
in the constitutional authority|ered, “had violated state or! 
of the President of the United) Federal laws. “A consideration! C.LA. activities, headed by Vice 
iced i ae oe aoe of alternatives is not the same, President Rockefeller... 
ion of foreign heads of state. [thing as ordering the viola-]! put he added that he w 

The question of the full ex-/tion,” he said. Meee: tae ie Ue eral 
tent of the President’s implied ‘Wait and See’ Attitud which will be relevant on. ai: 


constitutional powers, Mr. Levi eee "___.-|'yiolation of law will be given’ 
cautioned, is a “complicated” But he left open the question: ‘to the Department of Justice.” 4} 


=a f 
one, and he suggested: that ex- jof whether any of the living, President Ford is expected 
tenuating factors influencing subordinates of the two dead: to announce at a news con-| 
the national security would leaders who might have been: ference scenes te 
have to be taken into’ account involwed. ii. -arawing “Up cand) econ Gk - Bll eelence 16 | 
. i . . t .7 5 

_ But he declared, “I think it setae anasto implement such the public those portions of | 
is important in terms of the/S“Hemes might be subjected to: the 300-page report that do not} 
morality of our country, our? criminal investigation by the deal « with alleged official at- 
way of life and the.things we Justice Department, ; ‘tempts at foreign assassina-, 
believe in, to say that it really} at prospect, Mr. Levi said,’ ONE a gh fe i 
is beyond the ‘power of the would depend on “how many | Administration officials have: 
President to order assassina-(S*¢Ps were taken,” and to what, sare feat era 
tion.” oy. jextent the -plots went beyond ered schemes to assassinate| 
The Attorney General em- the talking Stage.” ae Premier Cactro of Cuba and{ 
phasized that he was not sug- The Department of Justice, [possibly other foreign leaders, ' 
gesting that Presidents Eisen- ca be gue os by i 
Rack : ord to a Senate select commit 
hower and Kennedy, under, ‘tee that is inquiring into Amer- 
j 


{! 


i 
[he said, would “wait. and see” 


jican Intelligence operations, — 

The Rockefeller, commission: 
concluded its five-month inves-" 
tigation of the C.IA.’s domestic) 


activities and the purported at- | 


:“a hit and run smear” on the’ 


f- C REWD Sans, Vebha re 


Viy &dwArep 


WANA BPOARD Bs 55 fh rT ow 


‘What evidence on the topic of ‘brother, who served as his ‘Ate! 
; 1 


torney General. ; 

Mr. Mankiewicz and: Mr.; 
Walinsky said that Mr, Ford's, 
decision against making public; 
the assassination material was: 


reputations of the two dead 
men. 

A spokesman for 
America, a self-styled public 
interest group in Washington, 
made a formal request yester- 
day for the full report. The 
request was made in accord- 
ance with the Freedom of 
Information Act. : 

The Attorney General. said 
today that his response to such 
a request would depend “on the 
nature of what is in the re- 
port,” and that it would not be 
turned aver under the’ Freedom 
of Information Act if its con- 
tents bore on an ongoing crim- 
inal investigation. mea 

The Justice Department, at 
President Ford’s request, has: 


{ 
} 
Open: 


| been looking into the possibility; 


that Federal statutes were vio- 
lated’ by C.LA. employes in, 
connection with some of the 
agency’s recently disclosed ac- 
tivities directed at amsrices, 
citizens, such as the opening of 
mail, domestic wiretapping! 
and the monitoring of political 
dissent. ; 
Mr. Levi declined to say to 
day at what stage that investi- 
gation stood, but Justice De-, 
partment officials who are 
familiar with its general focus; 
have said that little, if any, 
clearcut evidence of criminal 
wrongdoing by CLA. agents 
has thus far been uncovered. 


On a related issue, Mr. Levi 


tempts at assassination early: 
isuggested that he might be in- 


last week, The panel’s full re-' 
port was Nanded WM bY clined to permit investigators 
ifor the Senate Select Commit- 


the Vice President on Friday. 
Mr. Ford's decision not to re-}4 Intelligence Activities t 
lease the material on assassina-i san a tae f A coated 
tion attempts, the facet of the [fie of the Federal Bureau of 
investigation that has provoked ‘tinvestigation if he was con- 
ihe rea O isces to eee that their confidentiality 

‘many who had been following: a pacman lh 
‘the commission's activities. - malas ees hie 
Prank Mankiawlerand Aden oe on oe cane ace Hes 
Walinsky, two former aides to (Pe eee anak Sue te 
the late Robert F, Kennedy ac. available to” committees of 
; : ngress in’ expressing his 


cused the commission’s state C° : 
today of having “hinted, leaked,;,concern about the Justice De 


winked and alleged” that C.LA. partment’s . responsibility to 


plots to assassinate Mr. Castro 3uerd against their unauthor- 
had been “countenanced or: : 


even authorized and approved”: 


ized disclosure. 
Mr. Levi reiterated, today,! 
by: President Kennedy or his however, that he had refused! 
‘a request from a House judici-/ 


@ .. ary subcommittee that auditors 
okei © Au fered for the General Accounting: 
: Office be permitted to examine: 

AA ZOOL Res aa the F.B.1.’s intelligence files on’ 


Commun. 


i 
i eee Rt ment era CNN Tne ene me nt 


a random basis, so as to gauge! 
their contents. 

He would “seriously con-! 
sider,” he said, such a request 
from the Senate select commit-: 
tee or another body for such: 


4005460640. ras forthcorning,’ 
: aes 


“I don't know: 
whether they are going to 
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de- 
mand to see the raw files.” 


25X11 Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000400160010-3 


Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000400160010-3 


